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larities of his mode of living. Although in. certain cases
(e. g. the revised edition of Tom Thumb) the artist and
scholar seems to have spasmodically asserted himself, the
majority of his plays were hasty and ill-considered per-
formances, most of which (as Lady Mary said) he would
have thrown into the fire " if meat could have been got
without money, and money without scribbling." " When
he had contracted to bring on a play, or a farce," says
Murphy, " it is well known, by many of his friends now
living, that he would go home rather late from a tavern,
and would, the next morning, deliver a scene to the play-
ers, written upon the papers which had wrapped the to-
bacco, in which he so much delighted." It is not easy
to conceive, unless Fielding's capacities as a smoker were
phenomenal, that any large contribution to dramatic liter-
ature could have been made upon the wrappings of Vir-
ginia or Freeman's Best; but that his reputation for care-
less production was established amongst his contempora-
ries is manifest from the following passage in a burlesque
Author's Wilt, published in the Universal Spectator of
Oldys :

" Item, I give and bequeath to my very negligent Friend Henry
Drama, Esq., all my INDUSTRY. And whereas the "World may think
this an unnecessary Legacy, forasmuch as the said Henry Drama,
Esq., brings on the Stage four Pieces every Season; yet as such
Pieces are always wrote with uncommon Rapidity, and during such
fatal Intervals only as the Stocks have been on the Fall, this Legacy
will be of use to him to revise and correct his "Works. Further-
more, for fear the said Henry Drama should make an ill Use of
the said Industry, and expend it all on a Ballad Farce, it's my Will
the said Legacy should be paid him by equal Portions, and as his
Necessities may require."

There can be little doubt that the above quotation,
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